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Conservation Farming 
With Terraces 
An important part of many conservation plans is 
terracing. Many times terracing is the only method, 
which will effectively control erosion while following 
profitable cropping patterns. 
Whether it be for erosion control or moisture con-
servation, terraces can be adapted to fit the various re-
quirements depending on slope, soils, farm equip-
ment and crops. With modern terraces, designed to 
fit the individual needs, efficient farming operations 
are possible . 
The ease by which terraces can be farmed is great-
I y increased by use of parallel terraces. These terraces 
have a constant distance between two terraces at all 
points allowing continuous farm operations from one 
end of the terrace to the other. Sometimes it is desired 
to seed the backslope of the terrace into permanent 
grass which is excellent for wildlife habitat. 
Two Types of Terrace Cross Sections 
~ .._____ Minimum Width-42 feet 
This standard cross section may be used on all soils and land 
slopes. When constructed level or with no grade, it holds the run-
off water on the land. If the channel is graded to an outlet such 
as a waterway, the water will slowly run off with no erosion 
occurring. This cross section is adapted for parallel terraces. 
The flat channel terrace is adapted for land slopes less than 
5% where soils are moderately permeable. It is constructed level 
to allow the run-off water to spread over a large area. This addi-
tional moisture is available for plant growth. 
Cost-share assistance is available through the Agri-
cultural Conservation Program and the Great Plains 
Conservation Program. Technical services for planning, 
design, and construction is available through the Soil 
Conservation Service. 
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